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my opinion, those democratic fanatics who blindly
do obeisance to "His Majesty the Popular Will"
as no courtier ever bowed down before an oriental
potentate, only make themselves ridiculous. Neither
do I sympathise with those who condemn demo-
cratic institutions without examination, or after a
merely superficial one. It is, however, doubtful
whether the time has arrived for us definitely to
pronounce judgment. Switzerland has only just
begun her experience of direct legislation. We must
leave her at present to experiment, to develop and
perfect her institutions, which are rudimentary and
incomplete as yet. We must give the masses time
to become familiar with the new machinery of govern-
ment. Some time must still elapse before we can
actually approve or condemn the system.

In writing these chapters on the results of the
referendum, my sole aim is to furnish some data for
criticism, which are, to my regret, only too incom-
plete. With this end in view, I propose to describe,
first of all, the principal legislative votes which have
taken place in the Confederation and in the cantons,
and then I shall quote some of the most interesting
criticisms of the Swiss themselves on the referendum.
Now and again it will be necessary to comment on
certain laws and the results of votes, and where this
is done, it is always based on information obtained
from good authorities. Exaggeration in these ques-
tions is, however, easy, for almost everything is rela-
tive, and therefore, in spite of all precautions, it is
qi^ite possible that my views may be erroneous and
inexact. If this is so, I am ready to correct them,
and shall thank those beforehand who will have the
kindness to set me right.